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tion on the one hand and the value of the amenities offered by
the selected site, on the other."
It is self-evident that due consideration should be given to
social services.
There is no need to explain the importance of the develop-
ment of new settlements in the initial stage of the National Plan.
Schemes for the reclamation of land and for afforestation
should also be included in the early stage of post-war recon-
struction. Although they do not provide for the employment
of a great number of workers they will widen the economic
opportunities and contribute towards (i) the extension of cul-
tivable areas ; (2) the development of new settlements therein;
(3) the embellishment of the countryside. Moreover, the periods
are long before such schemes are really perfected and can serve
their purpose. The experiences gained in Holland in connection
with the Zuider Zee Reclamation should be made use of.
In general there should be a priority schedule with special
reference to the social values, and to the best ways and means
of promoting decentralisation and dispersal.
What operates against these tendencies ? And what should
therefore not be included in the reconstruction programme ?
Here again, a few hints are sufficient.
We read, for instance: " Every endeavour is being made to
encourage the establishment of modern industrial sites on the
outskirts of the city " ; or " Towns have been built up by the
gradual expansion of industry which has taken place during the
latter half of the past century, and to try to disperse or move
certain industries would cause chaos from a rating point of
view and no doubt render general business unstable"; or
" City. Councils are naturally reluctant to build new housing
sites outside their own boundaries, both from the rating point
of view and the problem of sewage disposal" ; or " Under the
first stage will be included the widening of existing and con-
struction of new roads" in the centre. The answer to these
remarks should be: the widening of existing roads and the
lay-out of new ones in a centre of a town should be postponed
at least till it has been definitely proved that even decentralisa-
tion or dispersal are no remedies. If such schemes were carried
out they would be rather an encouragement to build new houses,
offices or even an attraction to industries and would certainly
not help towards an efficient thinning out. Further, all roads
with a centralising tendency focused on the central district
should be excluded from aii improvement programme, or should
only be considered in connection with a comprehensive new
plan for th^ whole community taking into full account the
; regional aspect and all it implies. Radial roads further con-